
Arlene Miller
December 11, 1925 - March 4, 2016

Arlene Miller, 90, passed away March 4th, 2016 at Harmony House in
Brewster, WA. She was a long time resident of Okanogan and Leahy Junction,
WA. 

 Arlene was born December 11, 1925 in Waconda, WA. She spent her early
years in Aneas Valley and Okanogan, WA, where she attended school until
the age of 16, when she followed her sister to Kinman Business College.
Upon returning to the Okanogan Valley she worked for the Okanogan Medical
Bureau and held various positions in the Okanogan County Courthouse. 

 

Arlene met Bud Miller while both were employed by the Okanogan Livestock
Market. That meeting led to their wedding on October 29, 1950, in Okanogan,
WA. Their 58 year marriage started on the ranch at Leahy Junction, and
continued there until Bud’s death in 2009, when Arlene moved to Omak, WA. 

 

Arlene was an excellent cook, who rarely followed a recipe. On the rare
occasion that she used a recipe, she always changed some little thing, and
called it hers! No one left the ranch hungry. She could whip up a full meal on
little notice, with what she had on hand. Hired hands, cattle buyers, truckers,
and salesman always seemed to show up at meal time. 

Seamstress, crafter, rug braider, gardener, 4-H leader, cake baker, dog lover.
All of these are labels that described Arlene. She filled her life and her home



with handmade items. 
 

Arlene was preceded in death by her husband, Edwin “Bud” Miller; parents
James and Ione Turpin; her sister, Evelyn Gann; and her granddaughter, Molly
Matsumura. 

 

She is survived by her children Allen (Shan) Miller and Gail (Bruce)
Matsumura; grandchildren Branden (Amy) Miller, Justin Miller, Britt (Aaron)
Burke, Taylor (Danika) Bomar, and Sam Matsumura; great grandchildren
Isaiah & Olivia Miller and Lucas Carrick; sister in law Cleo (Zane) Cosby;
numerous nieces and nephews; and special family Robert and Kristine Vargas
and their children. 

 

Funeral services will be Friday, March 11, 2016 at 1:00pm at the Barnes
Chapel, 510 W. Indian Avenue, Brewster, WA., followed by a gathering of
family and friends at the Brewster American Legion, 102 North Main Street,
Brewster, WA. 

 

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to Washington Cattlemen’s
Association, Endowment Trust Fund, PO Box 96, Ellensburg, WA 98926 or to
St Jude Children’s Hospital at www.stjude.org.
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Precht Rose Chapel and Barnes Chapel - March 09, 2016 at 04:29 PM

Precht Rose Chapel and Barnes Chapel created a Tribute Video in
memory of Arlene Miller

January 29, 2023 at 08:49 AM

Arlene Miller

Christine Parten - March 11, 2016 at 08:56 AM

I am so sorry for your loss. Arlene was such
joy to have in my life. We didn't know one
another really well. But we had fun together. I
worked at Curves in Omak and loved to see
Arlene three days a week. She always gave
me a hug and would say she was glad I was working today. She
would always leave with a smile, even when she wasn't feeling
really well. I really missed her when we close and didn't see her
those three days a week.

 I will always think of her as a friend.
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Conklin Family - March 09, 2016 at 03:53 PM

I would like to leave a tribute to Arlene from the Conklin Family. I
know that kids feel that as we get older we are set in our ways (and
we are), that we hate change (and we do) but we remember that
hard work of a family that started and grew a ranch and a life of two
wonderful people that had a dream, had integrity and loved what
they were doing. We remember Arlene coming to buy fruit to put up
and she would show us the beautiful outfits that she had made for
daughter Gail to compete in and marvel at the workmanship. And as
we get older and see our children wonder why we do what we do
we can only say "One day the circle will come around. We
remember Arlene as a beautiful woman, wife, rancher and mother.
She worked had to be a partner to Bud and they leave a wonderful
legacy for their children.


