James Harold Theubet
April 15, 1939 - June 21, 2014

James H. Theubet
James H. Theubet, 75, a longtime local resident of Chelan, peacefully passed away at his
home on Saturday, June 21st, surrounded by his family.
“Jimmy” was born April 15, 1939 in Charleston, West Virginia, and was the only son of
James and Mary Theubet. He spent his early childhood on the family farm at Skull Run,
West Virginia. The family moved to Newport News, Virginia to work at Newport News
Naval Shipyards during the war years. After the war, in 1946, the family moved to Blaine,
Washington where Jimmy played on the docks catching fish and crabs and was also
employed at the local newspaper as a paperboy. He also traveled to Alaska with family
members to work on several fishing expeditions.
In 1956, the family found their permanent home in Chelan and opened the legendary
“Sand and Surf” restaurant in downtown Chelan, which they operated until 1975. Jimmy
worked at the family restaurant while attending Chelan High School. He started a
successful career with the U.S. Forest Service in Chelan in the summer of 1957. After
graduating from Chelan High School in 1958, he went to work full time for the Forest
Service.
Jimmy joined the U.S. Army in 1961, and served as an infantryman for three years in
Okinawa. He joined the Army again in 1968 in response to the Vietnam War. He attended
Officer Candidate School and quickly became an Airborne Ranger and Scout Dog Leader.
He served in the 25th Infantry Division during Vietnam as a Scout Dog Unit Commander.
Following his deployment to Vietnam, he returned to Chelan and resumed his Forest
Service career.
During his Forest Service career, he worked in several districts in Washington including
Twisp, Chelan, and Skykomish, as well as Mad River and Shasta Lake in California.
During his illustrious career he served in several positions including smokejumper, helitak

foreman, base camp manger and logistical chief. In 1989, he retired in Northern California
from 32 years of government service.
He married Carol Elaine Hart during his military R & R in Hawaii in 1970. They later had
two sons and settled in Redding, California where both their sons were raised. Following
the passing of his wife in 2004, he returned to his hometown of Chelan where he split his
time between his beloved cabin in Stehekin and the family home in Chelan. He married
Christine Robins, a longtime resident of Wenatchee, in 2011. During his last three years,
he laughed and danced at every opportunity as he and Christine enjoyed spending time
with grandchildren, traveling, woodworking, and enjoying Stehekin.
Jimmy is survived by: his wife Christine, two sons James Dale and Michael Jerry Theubet,
and two daughters Betty Karcutski and Star Downey and twelve grandchildren. A tribute
service will take place on Thursday, June 26, 2014, at 2 p.m. at Precht Rose Chapel in
Chelan. A reception will follow at the Lake Chelan Yacht Club. He was beloved by many
and will be greatly missed by all who knew him. Please share your thoughts and
memories at www.prechtrose.com. Services under the direction of Precht Rose Chapel,
Chelan.
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Comments

“

We will miss Jim's warm friendly smile and welcoming conversation in Stehekin.
He radiated kindness.
Adele and Dick Bingham

Adele Bingham - June 28, 2014 at 11:29 AM

“

When I first met Jim he was so full of life and when he went to shake my hand he
moved it back real quick. It's sad to see him go but he is in Gods hands now. We
love and miss you Jim??

Brooke Boggs - June 25, 2014 at 03:17 PM

“

Jim always had a friendly hello with a genuine good spirit. Always a good neighbor
and he and Christine together doubled that kindness. We enjoyed his presence in
church, his dedication to family, and his energy to take his dogs for walks in
Stehekin. We will miss him.

Liz Courtney - June 25, 2014 at 12:02 PM

“

Jimmy was such a great man! He was so funny and silly. He taught me to slow down
and to enjoy the little things. My favorite memory is going on a hike with family and
friends to Coon Lake in Stehekin. I was worried about being at the back of the pack,
but he not only stayed behind me, he insisted that he needed breaks to rest, when I
am pretty sure I needed them more than him. We sat at the top looking over the lake
while others went fishing. He took a little nap, laying by my moms side. It was a very
peaceful day. He taught me a lot that day and shared great stories! He made friends
everywhere. He was always positive and respectful, and he treated my mom like a
Queen. I will greatly miss them dancing and goofing off like high school love birds! I
was honored to have been by his side when he departed to eternal life. Love you
Jimmy!

Star Downey - June 25, 2014 at 03:12 AM

“

Jim was a new family member for me as he had been married for just three years to
my sis Christine. In these short years of knowing him, I really enjoyed his company.
He was funny and could hold a good conversation. The last time I saw him was on
March 22, 2014 at our family reunion in Selma California. We talked, we laughed,
took pictures and danced so much! We had a blast! I will always remember on the
dance floor his happy smile and him flashing two thumbs up to me... Rest in peace
brother...and to all of your family members my deepest condolences. God bless you
all.

Marie Aguirre - June 24, 2014 at 09:21 PM

