Carole Gloria Crim
December 26, 1934 - February 28, 2018

Carole Crim passed away peacefully on February 28, 2018 after 83 years of a full and
active life as a life-long resident in Chelan, WA.
Carole was a fixture at Stage Stop Antiques, her life-long passion having operated the
antique shop for nearly 50 years. Active in the local community, Carole served as a
member of the Chelan City Council, Matron of the City and the Jr. Women's Club among
many other activities. She was a passionate local-area historian and helped with initial
effort to establish the Chelan Museum.
Carole grew up in Chelan and graduated from Chelan High. In 1953, she married Lloyd
(Hoke) Crim, another Chelan native. Hoke was the printer at the Chelan Mirror newspaper
for 30 years. Together they raised two children; a son, Kendall, and a daughter, Claudia,
both life-long Chelan residents and Chelan High school graduates. The family shared
many adventures together; camping and treasure hunting at every yard sale along the
way were at the top of the list.
While working as an agent for Greyhound at the Chelan Transfer Co. on Emerson Street,
Carole started an antique business which she named Stage Stop Antiques in honor of the
original stage coach stop in Chelan. The business continued to grow and in 1976 Carole
and Hoke purchased the building at the site where the antique shop still exists today. They
became major collectors of vintage apple box labels which is an artful connection to the
apple industry in Chelan's history. Carole and Hoke continued their community historical
collecting and selling together until his passing in 2004. She carried on strong in the
business until her health recently declined.
Carole enjoyed visiting with everyone to hear their stories of the area and sitting with
longtime friends to discuss the current events; there was always time for good
conversation over a snack and something to drink. She loved playing bridge, cowboys and
the old west, reading good books and magazines, and her housecats. Carole's friendly
smile and welcoming personality will be missed in this valley and beyond.

Carole is survived by her son, Kendall Crim and daughter Claudia Wells and her husband
Terry Beneze; her grand-daughter Kalee Simmons; and her three great-grandsons Luke,
Jonah and Levi Simmons, all local residents. A memorial service for friends and family will
be held Saturday, March 24th at 1:30pm at Lakeside Lodge and Suites in Chelan, WA.

Comments

“

Claudia and Kendall. I am sorry for your loss. As an avid fruit label collector I know
Carole will be greatly missed by us all who collect those magnificent fruit labels. I
know she loved history as much as me and was always inquisitive into finding out
new information about a fruit packer and its label. The apple box label collecting
world will not be the same with her gone. She will be missed.
Sincerely,
Kelsey Doncaster

Kelsey Doncaster - March 24, 2018 at 10:54 AM

“

Claudia and Family .. I am so sorry for your loss .. Carole was always a bright spot
whenever, wherever I saw her .. her smile and happy demeanor were always a joy ..
she will be missed!!
Sincerely,
Lynda Dietrich

Lynda J. Dietrich - March 09, 2018 at 02:46 AM

“

Claudia and Kendall. I have deep sorry for the loss of your wonderful mother she was
very special. Always with a beautiful smile and will miss seeing her, albeit
infrequently.

karen feek - March 05, 2018 at 03:31 PM

“

Claudia, Kendall, Teri and family. I am so sorry for your loss. Please know that if
Larry and I can do anything for you, do not hesitate to ask. Carole was very special
to me and I loved getting to know her and will miss her very much. We will get in
touch with you when you have time to breathe. Rest in peace Carole.
Kathy Lowry
Larry Bundy

Kathy Lowry - March 02, 2018 at 01:00 PM

